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largest telescopes, and does not include all those proved to exist by photography, we have in this case a demonstration that the numbers of the stars below the tenth and down to the seventeenth magnitude diminish rapidly.
We must mm-mber that the minuter telescopic stars preponderate enormously in and near the Milky Way. At a distance from it they diminish rapidly, till near its poles they are almost entirely absent, Thin is shown by the fact (already referred to at p. 1-K>) that Professor Celoria, Milan, with a telescope of U'88 than three mehes aperture, counted as many stars in that region as did Herschcl with Ins eighteen-inch reflector. But if tht* Kti'llar universe extends without limit we can hardly suppose it to do so in one plum* only; hence, the absence of the minuter 8tnr« and of diffused milky light over the larger part of the heavens in now held to prove that the myriads of very minute stars in the Milky Way really belong to it, and not to the depths <jf spare far beyond.
It scorns to me that here we have a fairly direct proof that the* stars of our universe are really limited in number.
Then* are thus four distinct lines of argument all pointing with more or U«H« force* to the conclusion that the stellar universe we *ei» around us, «o far from being infinite, is strictly limited in extent and of A definite form and constitution. They may be briefly mimm&rUt'd an follows:
(1) Profwiior Nftmmib shows that, if the stars were infinite in number, and if thorn; we see were approximately a fair sample of the whole, mid further, if there were not sufficient dark bodies to shut out almost the whole of their light, then we should41-2. passages quoted
